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Preface

Thisissue of Slenceis Shame hasbeen produced asresult of the
work of the South Tynesde Stop the War Coalition and anti-war
forums held in South Shields both prior to the Genera Election
and following it. We recognised the importance of hosting a
discusson withanti-war candidatesinthe Genera Election which
was about usasan anti-war movement raising thewhol e profile of
the need for an anti-war government and taking thisvita question
into eectionand beyond. It wasa so about continuing to build our
movement to hold the new government to account. So, the second
anti-war forum on June 16th was about confronting the pro-war
stand of the Conservative government announced in general by
the Queenin her speech to Parliament.

Also, the second anti-war forum followed an important national
Stop the War Codlition conference in London on June 6th
“ConfrontingaWorld at War” and wereproduce areport on that
conference. Wealsoincludeareport on the pre-el ection anti-war
candidateforumwhich indudesthe contributionsof three candidates
in South Tynesdeand a so our own commentsat that forum. The
discussion paper that was presented in the second forum has
highlighted someinitial important questions facing the anti-war
movement. Ascan beseen inthediscussion one could say that the
issue of strengthening the anti-war movement and itswork inthe
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deteriorating situationisvital. The Anglo-US “war on terror”,
NATO smilitary expanson up to the bordersof Russahascreated
thisdangeroussituation intheworld. Thisisthevitd problemtaken
up for solution by the anti-war movement.

Equaly, thereisaneed to keep theinitiative in the hands of the
people. Theanti-war movement must remain at the centre of and
with al the movementsof the peopleto defeat thewhol efraudulent
“austerity” agenda. Thisagendaisled by the same monopoly
corporations and financid oligarchy that are behind thesewarsto
takeover resources such asUkraine sfarmland, Middle East oil
and Africa swater and precious metals.

Equdly, itisafight against the despicable propagandaand measures
takento sngleout of Mudims, immigrantsand vulnerable people
and blamethem for terrorism and problemsthat thisruling elite
have created. This has to be recognised as an attack on us dl.
Defence of therights of al must becomethewatchword just as
much asfigthing for afuturewith out war.

Wehope the pamphlet will encourage peopleto further get involved
intheanti-war movement.

Build The Movement To End Crimes Against The Peace!
For the Peaceful Resolution of International Conflictg!
Britain Out of NATO!

For an Anti-War Government!



Discussion paper

Organise Keeping the Initiative in
Our Own Handsto Bring About a
Future Without War

by Roger Nettleship

In our forumwith anti-war candidatesin March we pointed out
that theissuefor the peoplein Britain and throughout theworldis
their right to be, now and inthe future, inapeaceful world where
they makethe decisions. However, theirrationa world view, asit
is, seesthe globa monopoly corporations, including those who
make the weapons, dictating to governments that serve their
intereststo strive for domination of theworld. Thisisnot only
impossible but last time around it ended with the defeat of such
ambitionsof the nazisand with 40 million dead and who knows
how many millionswill bekilled inafutureworldwar. Oursisa
just, rationa and vital demand for the dternativeto war. Inother
words, the necessity for an anti-war government has never been
asgreat asitistoday to confront their world at war. Thisiswhy
today weneed astrong anti-war movement, and weneedto organise
keeping theinitiativein our own handsto bring about theright of
the peopleto that future without wer.

The Queen’ sspeech and the government’ sstatementsin
the debatethat followed showed that the government’ sprogramme
for war has not changed. It isaprogramme for which it has no
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mandate from the people. The Monarch representing her
government in Parliament said; “My government will continueto
play aleading roleinglobal affairs, usngitspresencedl over the
worldto re-engagewith and tacklethemgjor internationa security,
economic and humanitarian challenges” Unableto spell out the
gniger Blaritemythof “meking Britaingreat again” which gavefull
support for the USimperidist wars and interventions, the Queen
sad Britanwould “useitspresencedl over theworldto re-engage
with and tackle the major international security, economic and
humanitarian challenges.” In other words, whilst it is already
engaged with the USwarmongers the government wishesto re-
engage more directly with their actions like overturning the
opposition of the peopleand Parliament to itsdirect interventionin

Syria

Speaking in the debate on the Queen’s speech Philip
Hammond Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth
Affarstried to hidethat the British government will pursueits
warmongering path dongsde the USand excludethe vast mgority
of countriesfrom their decisons, whenhesaid; “ The UK isone of
only asmal number of countrieswith both the aspiration and the
meansto play asgnificantroleinworld affairs.” In other words,
the aspiration of theimperidist system of states, and inparticular
thosearoundtheUSand NATOareto create their unipolar world
set againg theworld of freedom loving peoplesand their sovereign
countries. Something which the peoples and mgority of countries
rejected 70 yearsago with the aspiration of the German nazisfor
aunipolar world.

Hammond also reveasin hisstatement the nature of a
Britain led by the rich today. That of aparasitic ruling class, a
Britain dominated by afinancid and corporate ditewho requirea
warmongering pirate economy that recognises no borders of
sovereign countries. Hesad; “Maintaining that engagement isvery
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muchinour nationa interest. Asone of the most open economies
intheworld—anation that earnsitsliving through tradein goods
and sarvices acrossthe globd commons—we haveagreater stake
than most in securing: aworld that operatesaccordingto arules-
basad system of conduct inwhichinternationa norms arerespected,
differencesareresolved through the gpplication of legd principles
and the zero-sum game approach is rejected in favour of a
recognition of mutua benefit through internationa co-operation; a
worldinwhichthemgority of nationswork together withacommon
agendaand resolveto isolate rogue states and suppressterrorists
and others who threaten the rule of law; and a rules-based
internationd order that isin Britain' sinterest but isadsointheinterest
of building stability, security and prosperity for the world's
population asawhole. Asapermanent member of the UN Security
Council and aleading member of the EU and NATO, aswell as
the G7, the G20 and the Commonwealth, Britain isin a better
position to help deliver that ambitionthan most.”

Apart from noticing that hedoesn’t mention the G8 which
the Codition did inthe Queen’ sspeechin 2010, which of course
included Russia, Hammond speaks about the* globa commons’.
Isitaglobad commonsfor thepublic good, or for interestsof private
monopolies? Clearly thelatter, for thegovernment globad commons
isany territory, or sovereign country intheworldthat the global
monopolies demand accessto, or which need to be breached asa
chdlengeto their market domination. When hetalksabout securing
“arules-based system of conduct inwhichinternationa normsare
respected”, heisnot talking about respect for the sovereignty of
nationswhichisinternational law. No heistalking about the how
theAnglo-USimperidistshavethe changed therulesto suit their
interests. Furthermore, when hetaksabout “ mutud benefit through
internationa co-operation” heisnot talking about dl the countries
inthe world making mutua decisionstogether. What heistaking
about isBritain and itsimperidist friends ganging up inthe UN
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Security Council, or outsideof it, againgt any country that tandsin
theway of their so-called “nationd interests” which are certainly
not theinterests of the people but the interests of the monopolies.
Inthisway, their declared amisto isolate countries inthe name of
“rogue states and to suppressterroristsand others’. Thishasled
to the devastation of many countries, the killing and displacing of
millions peopl e, thewrecking of whole nation states by sanctions,
interference, and wars. Theexamplesaretoo numerousto mention
but countriessuch aslrag, Afghanistan, Libya, Syria, Ukraine have
al beenlad wasted by theAnglo USinterferenceand war. Not to
mention, threatsto the DPRK, Iranand even bigpowerssuch as
Russa How isthisanything other than awarmongering aggressive
foreign policy that needsto be stopped once and for al by the

peaceloving peopleof Britain.

At the sametime, thiswarmongering of the government
did not wait for the Queen’ sspeechit ishappening now, it isthe
redity of warmonger aggressoninthehereandnow. For example,
aswemeet (June 16) Britain hashad military involvement in one of
theworld slargest military drillswhichhasjust cometo and end. It
involved dmost aquarter of amillion personnd, the United States
Seventh Fleet’s “battle force” Task Force 70, B-54 and stealth
bombers, amphibiousbeach landings, hundreds of tanks, artillery
pieces and “ nuclear-powered attack submarines’. According to
one commentator these exercises are taking placein one of most
likely flashpoints on the planet for amgjor war to break out, ina
divided country with one of the largest concentrations of armed
forcesintheworld dong the Military Demarcation Line (an artificid
linedrawn by the USto divideKored) —and yet they are virtualy
ignored by the western mass media other that to constantly
demonise the DPRK as if that justifieswar. And this month
Washington announced aplanto deploy missledefenceforcesin
Korea, clearly intended to make apre-emptivefirst nuclear strike
against the Democratic People’'s Republic of Korea (DPRK)
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possible. (Alsosincetheforum, Michael Falon Secretary of State
for defenceiscdling for thebombingin Syriatokill “ 1S Sterrorists’
insupport of the“good terrorists’ but against the present elected
government of Syria. The USwhichispresently bombing Syriais
doingitinviolation of the sovereignty of Syriaand its elected
government.)

This preparation and propaganda for war against a
sovereign country without any direct threat from that country isa
crime against peace- themost seriousof dl war crimes. Y e, thisis
one of the real sinister ams of the government when Philip
Hammond usessugar words that Britan' sforeign policy is*arules-
based international order that isinBritain’ sinterest but isalsoin
the interest of building stability, security and prosperity for the
world’ spopulationasawhole.”

At the sametime, Philip Hammond al so mentioned what
hecdled* chdlengesfacing the government.” That of repellingwhat
he called the“threat to the established order” from Russawhich
he accused of having a*“doctrine of asymmetricwarfare’. Hedso
talked about;" crushing the poisonousideology of 1SIL and extremist
Idam moregeneraly and resolving Britain’ srelationship withthe
European Union.” It seemsto bethe habit these daysof Britain
and itspartnersimmediately accusing their chosentarget of doing
exactly what they areinflicting ontheworld themselves. For, over
severd yearsBritain hasbeen supporting an asymmetricwar againg
Syriaopenly supporting an armed opposition, including what the
government describesitsef asterrorists against the sovereign
government of Syria. In 2011, they supported an asymmetric war
against Gadafi in Libyathrowing that country into anarchy and
ruin. Thismuch Britain has been doing inY ugodavia, the Middle
East, Africa and elsewhere for decades. More recently they
supported the Maidan coup in Kiev which overthrew the el ected

government in Ukrainein favour of an anti Russian regime that
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supportsNATO. NATO countries collectively spends 10 times
more on their military spending than Russia. NATO is
provocatively advancing up to Russian borders, which showsthat
Britainisnot only aculpritinthe asymmetricwar, but itisengaging
aongsdetheUSinmilitary threats against thebiggest powersin
theworld.

Also, “crushing the poisonous ideology of ISIL and
extremist Idam” leavesout thetruth that theAnglo-USinvasion of
Afghanistan and Iraqg, their destruction of Libya holds them
responsiblefor the creation of thesearmed insurgents. According
to many sourcesit appearsthat Al-Qaedawas based onthe Anglo-
US support for the training of Saudi rebels to intervene in
Afghanistan against thethen Soviet Union. That construct of Al-
Qaeda then as aterrorist group became the convenient excuse
following the collapse of the Soviet Union to wage warsin the
MiddleEast. Today, DAESH (ISIL), and otherslikeBoko Haram,
etc., are no different and is the excuse for unending military
intervention in the Middle East, in Irag, Syria and in Africa
Furthermore, the government further incitesracia and religious
hatred in Britain with itswarmongering crimesabroad and attacks
what it cals“extremist Idam” to attack therightsof dl in Britain.

For the peoplein Britain and for the anti-war movement
confronting aworld at war meansorganising fromthebaseagang
war andin defence of the sovereignty of nations and peoplesof the
world paying particular attention to the dirty tricksof the Anglo-
US powerswho, because of the anti-war sentiment, are forced to
invent dl kindsof judtificationsfor their crimesagainst peace. The
goal isfor an anti-war government on the soil of Britain, and an
end to al the blocs such as NATO and the EU which threaten
pesce, overeignty and thefraternd unity of peopleswho arefighting
to beincontrol of their own destiny. Weneed to organisekeeping
theinitiativeinour own handsto bring about theright of the people
to that future without war.

June 16th 2015
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Some points from the Discussion
In theAnti War Forum on the
Presentation

Anti War Forum in South Shields on
The Need to End the Activities
of the Warmongers and Hold the
Government to Account

N...That wasinteresting to hear. Philip Hammond speaks about
rules. What therulesareis “MightisRight!”. He is saying that
we havethe city, we create money out of fresh air and you guys
borrow it and start paying interest to us. Thenif youdon't play
we will come and bomb you and shoot you and make you
understand how slly you have been. That iswhat therulesare that
heistalkingabout. Bascdly, wearetaking dogwhistleshere, he
said. A dog can hear the whistle but humans can’t and these
politicianswhen they are talking they are constantly blowing dog
whigtles. It appearsthey aretakingto the nation but they aretrying
tofool people. Another example, Cameron spesksfrom both sdes
of hismouth on the NHS standing infront of aposter for Vitality,
aprivateinsurance company, and then hesaysNHSissafein his
hands and heisnot privatising the NHS. But what heisredly
sayingisprivatisationistheway togo and comeand get it.

N...Then, Murdoch ownsdl the papers but the mediasaysheis
13



not an oligarch. Their narrative is only Russia has oligarchs.
Murdoch and co., the super rich in Britain, havethegood of usat
heart and buy papersto keep usinformed. Not to lieto us! There
isalot of suff happening, with the rulesbased world that Hammond
isreferring to. Y ou have the Chinese who have comewith agreat
gusto and heis hammering at them for not playing by therules.
They arenot copying theAnglo-USrulesinsouth eastAsia. They
goto theseldandsand seize the natives and kick themout of their
homesto occupy the ldandsand create their military basesas part
of their threat againgt sovereign states. No, the Chinesearebuilding
their own Idlands aswe speak to counter the threatsfor the US
“Adapivot”. So, they arenot playing by therulesaccording to
Hammond. | think likewith TTIP, and other trade agreements,
that put the big corporations above the law of nationsthey are
attacking international law and the sovereignty of nations. So, we
arelivinginaworld where nothing that we seeisreal. Theonly
thing that makesthese thingsreal to usisour experiences, andif
they don'tlieto ustheir gameisup. What weneedto doisto learn
more and become more aware. Onething they can’t affordisa
nation that knowsthat they arelying.

N...Thisreport onthe nationa stop thewar conference confronting
aworld at war is quite good. Good to haveit in the Congress
House which placesintheworking classinthe centre. Whenyou
read it isshowsthat the world isamuch more dangerous place
thanit was 14 years ago.

E...I think oneof thekey things, something Tony Bennsaid, if people
actudly redisshow little power they havetherewould bean uprising.
| think weneedto point out to people, thiskey point about people
not being sefethat it istheir warsthat have crested such adangerous
place and getting the message over you don't have that much power
but if you do engage with the anti-war movement and become
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awarethen you do have power — power together.

D...That isakey thing that isto my mind unarguableif somebody is
not really engaged in this mode of thinking already. If you can
comparetheworld now to 14 yearsago and whether itisred, or
just perceived, theideathat most peoplewould fed that they live
inaconsderably lesssafeworld know than they did then. So, that
agendaof the“war onterror” hasfailed.

P... If you stop peopleinthe street they will say we arenolonger at
war becausethey think the wars ended with Afghanistan. So, this
the scale of thetask wehavegot.

D...Thedifficulty isand the chdlengeisinth face of themight of the
mediaorgani sations how you spread and dternativeand makethem
aware of what they are fed and that isthedifficult part.

N...l anagreat beiever indistributed knowledge. Try and explain
to people and | et them decide. And have faith in people and let
people havethefacts. Peopletry to hoodwink themselvesso you
need to help peopleto stop hoodwinking themsalvesfor asecond
and seethat ugly face of thetruth and the more people seeit the
more chance we have got of actually going for an anti-war
government.

R...I think that what iskey iswe need to build up our own media
and our own dternative politica direction and keep theinitiatein
our ownhands So, | think it isimportant that if wecanfocusat this
time on the government’ sintention to carry onitswarmongering
agenda that will be very important. And if we can produce a
pamphlet that reflects that well! Weneed to bevery focused
and not give any ground and have to strengthen the anti-war
movement so that we can take them on againinabigger and better
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way. That is why weneed to protect the anti-war movement and
keep organising it because thereisatemptation to run off and do
everything e se, and so on, and not strengthenit. For usin South
Tynesdeitisacredit to usthat we keep meeting and keep organising
but itishow to takethat work forward whichisreally important.
Wecan publishit and make that the focus and give acal that the
anti-war movement needsto be strengthened inthe fight against
war — Thiscan beaour contributionto that.

June 16, 2015
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HereWeGo

by Alan Trotter

Withthedection behind usand the Toriesin charge, the sharesin
Babcock International leapt up 9.4%. Babcock is the second
biggest supplier to the Minigtry of Defence. The shareholders must
have been delighted when the Queens speech announcement that
the government would undertake afull security and defencereview
and do whatever isnecessary to protect the military, which raises
the question“are there no limitsto what the government will do” ?

Also, inthe speech there was a statement that the government
would work to reducethethreat from nuclear weapons, well let's
start by reducing our own nuclear arsena and not renew Trident.

Trident is a ‘disaster waiting to happen’ according to William
McNeilly the Nuclear Submariner turned Whistleblower and in
theMinistry of Defence s own report they highlight that there have
been 316 “ nuclear safety events’

Steding fromthe vulnerableand poor to fund Trident to the tune of
£100billion are the depraved actions of acorrupt and unprincipled
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political system. Michedl Fdlon, the Secretary of Statefor Defence
said thiswasa price worth paying.

The only peoplewho profit fromthislunacy arethe shareholders
of Babcock International, Lockheed Martin, BAE Systemsand
other companieswho are part of themultinationa death machine
system.

Wehave Sir Peter Luff, Lord Richards, Robin Southwell and Sir
Richard Shirreff advocating that Michadl Fallon doublethe amount
of money spent on defenceresearch athough the UK isone of the
highest spenderson defenceresearchin NATO and the government
has committed to spending £160 billion on equipment and
capabilitiesto “keep Britain safe’.

InAugust itwill bethe 70" Anniversary of the catastrophic bombing
of Hiroshimaand Nagasaki, today’ smisslesare profoundly more
powerful than those dropped by the Enola Gay. These weapons
of massdestruction haveno placeinacivilissd world.

June 25, 2015
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Just a Thought

by Alan Trotter

Whilewatching the coverage for Armed Forces Day on TV with
al the cheers, hurrahs and flag waving | thought of Siegfried
Sassoon’ spoem ‘ Suicideinthetrenches , thelast verseis-

You smug faced crowds with kindling eye
Who cheer when soldier lads march by
Sneak home and pray you’ll never know

The hell where youth and laughter go

19
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Stop TheWar Codlition Nationa Conference

Confronting aWorld at War

Workers Weekly Report

The Confronting aWorld at War conference was organised by
Stop theWar Codlition on June6 at the TUC CongressHousein
Londonto discusshow to resist thecontinued Anglo-USaggression
and to oppose the assault on Mudim communitiestaking place
under the signboard of combating “ extremism’”.

The conference was well organised. It consisted of an opening
Plenary inthe CongressHall called the“WarsAbroad —Austerity
at Home"; three workshops covering different areas of regional
conflictsandissues, and thefind Plenary whichended the conference
inthe CongressHall, the closing speech being made by George
Gdloway. Therewere about 20 speakersfrom Britain and abroad
and each presented their own analysis of Anglo-US aggression
and itsresults, coming to the conclusion that theworldisamuch
more dangerous placethan it looked fourteen years ago, before
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thelaunch of the“war onterror”.

In 2003 and sincethen the anti-war movement predicted that these
interventionswould set the Middle East onfire, the conference
underlined. We are now seeing it burn, and the politicians, like
David Cameron, who continue on thiscoursearefanning theflames
of war.

The conference pointed out that meanwhile, great power
confrontation has returned to Europe as NATO has pushed
progressvely eestwardstowardsthe Russanborder, triggering criss
and avil war in Ukraine, thus creating the conditionsfor thereturn
of the Cold War. “ Confronting aWorld at War” brought together
key writers, campaignersand politiciansto analysethisalarming
Stuation and to discussand plan how theanti-war movement should
respond.

“Eyewitness Palestine” - Mustafa Barghouti gives a graphic
andyssof therecent |sradli aggression with video images showing
the large scale destruction and the deaths of around 2,200
Pdedtinians. Thedestructionisdtill visblewhilethe Western media
turnsablind eye. The US and British paliticiansroutinely defend
“Igrad'sright to self-defence’, whileaccus ng Hamas of terrorism.
The speaker exposed |gradi war crimesand pointed out that “there
isno point in negotiating for peace asthisawaysturnsout to bea
deception”. The other speaker was Sarah Colborne from the
Paestine Solidarity Campaign who called for aboycott of Isradli
goods, and explained how companies profit and big business
supportslsrael. Therewasalong ovation.

“Africa: New frontintheWar on Terror” - SpeakersBarbara
Ntumy and Explo Nani-Kofi speak about the West'sinterference
and extension of thewar intoAfrica: e.g. theroleof AFRICOM.
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NATO has completely destroyed Libyas infrastructure thus
creating the present chaos with no stable government. Before
NATO's aggression Libyawas a developed state with its own
wefare state and hedlth service. Today it isfaled state. UN cannot
beredlied uponasthe UN Security Council passed theresolution
forimposing "No Hy Zoneto protect civilians' yet 30,000 people
werekilled. Therewasalong ovation.

Imperialism, 1SIS and the Middle East - This was a very
popular event held inthe Council Chamber with dl seats taken.
Speakersincluded Seumas Milne, Lindsey German, and Erdelan
Baran. Seumas Milnestated that therewasnoAl-Qaedainiraq
before 2003, and that the invasion of 2003 has been the cause of
thecatastropheintheregion. Lindsay German stated that the* war
onterror” iswar for thedestruction of states, andthat it isnecessary
to oppose warsabroad and augterity at home. Erdelan Baran asked
where | SIS camefrom—isit backed by imperidism?He stated
that | SI Sisbeing used asancther judtification for war by imperidiam.
Thiswasapopular meeting with interventionsfrom thefloor.

Final Plenary - Theclosing session of thefind Plenary, thefina
session of the conference, wasintroduced by Jeremy Corbyn MP
inthe CongressHall. Jeremy Corbyn spoke of the endlesswars
being waged by the West which beget even more warsand why
the anti-war movement must oppose these wars abroad and
audterity at home. Theanti-austerity demonstrationsinLondon and
Glasgow on June 20 were highlighted with a cdl to join the anti-
war blocs.

George Galloway presented thefina speech of the conference.
George Galloway talked about Britain'swars, and that another
worldispossible. Hewarned that USimperiaism hasunleashed
unending evil onthe modern world. The conferenceended witha
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ganding ovation andafurther cdl to participateinthe demondrations
on June 20 demanding an end to war and austerity.

Source: Workers Weekly Vol.45 Number 18 June 13 2015
http:/Amnww.repbml.org.uk/wwie-15Www15-18.htm#fourth
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Electoral Anti-War Forum in South Tynesde:

The Necessity for an Anti-War
Government Isan Election Issue

On Tuesday, March 24, South Tyneside Stop the War Coadlition
(STWC) organised an anti-war forum in South Shieldsaspart of
highlighting the necessity for an anti-war government asan election
issueand a so of building the anti-war movement to hold the new
government to account after the May election.

Opening the meeting, Chair Roger Nettleship thanked the
participants for taking part in the discussion organised by the
STSWC. Hesadthat over therecent period theanti-war movement
hastaken astand against NATO and itsinterferencein Ukraine,
the bombing of Irag, thethreat of Britain extending air strikesto
Syria, and againgt any further open and covert military operations
there, or in Ukraine, Africaand Asawith troops, or other forces.

However, tonight, hesaid, wewould liketo explorethevita need

for alasting peace, the ending of al foreign military and other

interventionsby Britainand an egd to hostileactionsby NATOIn
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which Britainisaleading member. He emphasised that theneed is
for an anti-war government in Britain and al that meansfor the
people goinginto the Genera Election.

He said that the STWC has invited South Tyneside anti-war
candidatesto takepart inthisdiscusson. Oneisfrom South Shidlds
— Shirley Ford, the Green candidate— and two are from Jarrow
and Hebburn—Dave Herbert, the Green candidate, and Norman
Hall, candidate for the Trade Union Socialist Codlition (TUSC).
Nader Naderi, one of the founder members of South Tyneside
Stop theWar Coalition, was al so speaking on the necessity for an
anti-war government in Britain.

After the speakersmadetheir contributionstherewasaquestion
and answer session. During the contributionsand discussion, issues
werehighlighted such asthe ending of the Trident nucdlear programme
inBritain, reforming the UN so asto enhanceitsrolefor peaceful
solution of conflicts rather than atool of the US and other big
powers, thewithdrawa of British troopsfrom foreign soil, and the
ending of Britain'smembership of NATO. Also discussed wasthe
importance of opposing the attack on the Mudim community and
defending therightsof dl fromthe attack on them by the ruling
circlesinBritain.

The speakers also elaborated some of their viewson taking this
anti-war stand into the General Election and how to take forward
the anti-war movement post-el ection should they wintheir seats.

Whilst therewere different views expressed, what characterised
thefocusof theforum wasacommon theme of theneedto endthe
activitiesof theimperidist warmongersand their war machinesonce
and for al. As one speaker said, “ The urgency for an anti-war
government in Britain has never beenasgreat asitistoday.” The
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issuefor the peoplewas determining their right to be, now andin
thefuture, without thethreat from the warmongering ditesthat have
unleashed such barbaric and devastating wars against the peoples
and countriesal over theworld.

What the speakerssaid at theforum

Dave Herbert, Green Party candidate for Jarrow and Hebburn
said the Green Party's policies start with “ peace and defence”.
Peaceisthefirs word. Fromthat it followsthat the Green Party is
committed to peace-making and to resolving conflicts by
negotiation rather than actual physica force.

The Green Party would focus any forces on peace-keeping and
trying to engender mutual respect between peoplesrather than
hostility between peoples. They would look at reforming the UN
because the UN isquiteineffectua in preventing conflict across
the globe. The UN should become a peace-keeping force. The
Green Party hasgot along history of opposing theinvasonof Irag
and Afghanistan, aswell as Syria, and urges negotiation, opposing
boots on the ground to resolveissuesthrough force.

The Green Party would reform thedefence force and bringit down
to thelowest required for defence of the country but they would
also want to use it for peace-keeping where there was a UN
resolution, for humanitarianaid. Ininstancesliketheflooding, they
would see armed forces equipped more for humanitarian and
emergency aid thanjust fighting capability.

Dave Herbert dso outlined the Parliamentary record of the Green
MP Caraline L ucasin opposing military intervention and wars. He
said that she had cdlled for aconstitutional conventionwithaview
to abolishing thewhipping system in Parliament so that M Ps could
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look at thefacts objectively and vote with their conscience. The
am would be to eiminate the pressure to vote for war and to
make diplomacy thefirst resort so asnot to commit armed forces
abroad inan aggressive manner.

The question can be asked asto what isgoing to drive conflictin
thefuture—dimate changeisonefactor asit would lead to shortage
of resourcesthat are fundamenta to peopl€e' slives. It followsthat
thereisaneed to improve people slives across the globe asan
answer to theinequality and the problemsthat exist. The global
corporations are plundering the natural resourcesof and exploiting
the under-developed world. Thisisanother factor driving conflict
inmany areas of theworld.

Norman Hal, Trade Union Socidist Codlition (TUSC) candidate
for Jarrow and Hebburn said hisview wasthat whilst it was possble
for individud conflictsto havetemporary solutionsthey arein effect
temporary aslong asthe system of capitdism existson the planet.
Thisexploitative system by itsvery natureiscompetitive. Thereis
competition betweenimperidist statesfor resources, for accessto
markets and for dl the measures which making maximum profit
necessitates |eading to conflict. Inevitably that conflict becomes
openwarfareat times.

For instance, today thereisadebate regarding the strengthening of
the“ defence’ systemson the Falklands. Conflict could onceagain
break out astheissue over the sovereignty of the Falklandsisfor
Britain about accessto the potentidly rich all fidldsaround Antarctica
and for fishing rights, and so on. Another area of conflict which
may beon the agendain the near futureisthe North West passage
and who controlsit oncetheiceismelted.

At present, proxy warsare taking placeinthe Middle East. The
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US has been responsiblefor so much confusion and warfaretaking
place with the doctrine of “my enemy'senemy ismy friend”. Itis
thiswhichhasledto thecreation of 1SIS. Another saying that the
USusesisthat “something must be done” when referring to the
chaos they have created throughout the Middle East and the
countriesthey have invaded. It may sound good, but theissueis
what isbeing done.

TUSC upholds that what is needed is not to send troops into
countries but to support the movementsof theworking classand
peopl e so that the people of those countriesaretheoneswho are
incontrol of their destiny. The position of TUSC isthat agenuine
anti-war government can only exist whenaradica transformation
to asocialist government takes place.

Shirley Ford, Green Party candidate for South Shieldssaid she
wasredly pleased that STWC had organised thismeeting because
taking astand against war hasto be addressed asaredly serious
electionissue. Wehaveto raise our voices againgt the clamour of
pro-military expangon and spending that iscoming at usrdentlessy
though mainstream media. US generascome over to say that dl
countries have to have a spending minimum of 2% of GDP on
“defence”. Theissueof the Falklandsisjust the latest appalling
incarnation of theway that argument isbeing whipped up.

Shirley Ford said that at thetime she became activein CND, things
were about to be escal ated to the extent that aglobal war could
have broken out. At the end of the Cold War therewasthe chance
for peace and ending dl the spending on the war industries. But
rather than that happening, therewasthe First Gulf War and others
followed. This has shown that there is a need to address the
fundamenta causesof war.
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Theanti-war movement has carried out incrediblework sincethat
timeto expose and take astand against thesewarsand against the
huge armsindustry which hasnever been fully tackled. After the
illegd invasion of Irag, which wasopposed by the people, awhole
new mantrawas promoted to justify morewars. “ Responghbility to
Protect” and “Pre-emption”. This process has gone on and on,
andthey try to find adifferent justification each time.

The movements of working peoples represented by the “ Arab
Spring” have been utilised by theWestinavery hostileway intheir
own favour andto block the peoples aspirationsfor democracy.

All of this is showing that there is a need for Parliamentary
campaigning. Electing anti-war M Ps can make adifferenceif the
anti-war movement issupported, asthey didwhenthey voted againgt
the bombing of Syria. But the Green Party does also opposethe
causes of war by chdlenging the palitical and economic mechaniams
which areat the heart of these conflicts.

The Green Party isarguing for avery radicd transformation of the
economy, society and politics. The eection isone opportunity, but
thereisaneed for apolitical movement. Interms of Stop the War
campagning, the necessity isto tekeastand againgt and to chdlenge
and expose as much as possiblethe pro-war tide.

Nader Naderi, South Tyneside Stop the War Codlition, spokeon
the necessity for an anti-war government. He said that the urgency
for ananti-war government has never been asgreat asitistoday.
It isnot just intervention that is going on, but bombs are being
droppedinawholesae brutal killing of peopleand beating them
into submission. Old empires used to feed the Christiansto the
lions, but the new empires give you live bombing of Baghdad,
Afghanistan, Libya, Syriaand so on during chat shows. Wecdl it
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intervention, but they areraining death, destruction, despair, grief
and anxiety on the people. Through their anti-people actionsand
methodsthey attempt to subjugate peoplesphysicdly and mentdly
andinevery way.

A genuineanti-war governmentisared “1 am” peopl€ sgovernment
—agenuine and real movement of the people. It isbringing sanity
back into palitics, bringing about what the vast mgority of people
and governments of theworld want, whichisthat conflicts should
be resolved peacefully. However, the push for war isphenomend.
For example, ChrisAlexander, Canadian Minister of Immigration
and Citizenship, who in afund-raiser thrown by the Ukrainian
Canadian Congressorganisationin Toronto said that Vladimir Putin
isonly going to face hiscome-uppance “with every option on the
table”. Nader noted that every option means nuclear too. This
means eventhe lackeysof USpolicy are going back to thecrazy
notion of thefirst strike doctrineinthe worst of the bad years of
the Cold War. Y e thosein charge of those powerful countriesare
telling usthey areworking for “peace, stability and freedom”.

These people are waxing lyricad about awar against Putin. The
“war onterror” and againgt “Idamic extremism” gtill goeson, but
intheir am of globa dominationthey aretreating Russiaasathreat
to world peace. Beforethe collapse of the Soviet Unionthey used
the excuse of the nuclear missilegap, the bomber gap, and so on.
Now theWest hasturned citiesand townsinto broken rubblein
Afghanistan, Iraqg, Libya, Syria, and they would liketo turn Putin’s
Russaintoasmilar wasteland.

Thegovernment’ slatest assessment clamsthat currently Putinis
going to be spending $100 billionintwo years. But what they are
keeping quiet about isthat the British government isparticipatingin
NATO saggressve movesin the Ukraine and attempting to throw
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aring of steel around Russia. In the promotion of the austerity
agenda, spending on social programmes is being cut with the
victimisation of thoseon benefitswho cannot findwork, whilethere
areawaysfundsfor any escalation in military spending. Nader
Naderi concluded that thisiswhy we need an anti-war government
inBritan.
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